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Awarded a full scholarship to Hobart and 
William Smith Colleges, NYA alumna 
Litzy Bautista (above, left) graduated in 

2023 with a double major in political science and 
Latin American studies as a Posse Scholar. She is 
now studying for the LSAT while employed as 
a litigation paralegal for the Unhoused People’s 
Justice Project at the Legal Aid Foundation of  
Los Angeles.

Litzy’s sister Kelly (right), also an NYA alumna, 
is starting this fall at the University of Wisconsin, 
Madison, majoring in nursing. In addition, their 
brother, a ninth-grader at Venice High School, is 
enrolled in NYA’s Youth Leadership Academy.

 

Continued on page 4

Thank You, Donors
NYA’s highest level of annual funding – most recently $300,350 
contributed by 105 donors – is raised by Investors in Education, 
a group of financial professionals active for the past 28 years in 
support of the agency. NYA trustee Joe Silver is board liaison to 
Investors in Education, whose lead contributors in the past fiscal 
year include Allan Martin and the Loveall Foundation. This year’s 
Investors in Education reception is set for November 7 at the 
California Club, Los Angeles.  u    

Investors in Education
LEADERSHIP GIVING
The Otis Booth Foundation

County of Los Angeles  
   Probation Department

Dwight Stuart Youth Fund

Episcopal Diocese of Los  
   Angeles,  The Rt. Rev.  
   John Harvey Taylor, Bishop

Janos Family Trust 

Joan M. Reitzel NYA  
   Scholarship Fund

Las Doradas Women

Parish of St. Matthew,  
   Pacific Palisades 

Santa Monica/Westside Legacy  
    Fund for Women and Girls

The Gwladys & John Zurlo  
   Charitable Foundation

Continued on page 2

On the Way with NYA:  
  Students Achieve  
  College, Career Goals

28th Investors in Education Reception
Nov. 7, 2024 · California Club, Los Angeles

42nd Annual Scholarship Benefit
May 10, 2025 · St. Matthew’s, Pacific Palisades

DATES TO SAVE

Details at www.nyayouth.org

STANFORD UNIVERSITY was one of five stops on an NYA spring college tour funded by a generous grant from 
the Janos Family Trust. Starting at UC Santa Barbara, the tour proceeded to Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, San 
Jose State, and UC Santa Cruz, providing students with first-hand experience on each campus. Students 
frequently comment that college tours are key factors in their application process. The Janos Trust also has 
made possible an upcoming 2025 tour, as well as local field trips (please see page 3). 
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Thank You, Donors
Continued from  page 1

PLATINUM GIVING
Adams Legacy Foundation

Adri Butler

Mar Vista Farmers' Market  
   Association

Mitchel Family Fund

Nichols Family Foundation

Peter S. Reinke Fund

St. Matthew's Parish School,  
   Pacific Palisades

GOLD GIVING
Elizabeth Banning Ames

Applied Medical

Arun Bharath

Farida Fotouhi & Michael Freehling

Sarah & Michael Newman

Peter J. Schmole

Joe Silver

St. Bede's Episcopal Church, 
   Mar Vista

SILVER GIVING
Melissa D. Aczon & Clifford M. Stein

Steven Algert

Carmen Arroyo

Jeffrey Assaf

Dr. Luisa Bonillas & Luis Gonzalez

Laura Garcia

The Rt. Rev. Mary Glasspool

Annette Graw

Ann & Robert Harter, Jr.

David Hughes

Kimberly & O'Donnell Iselin, II

Joan Kaczorowski

Los Angeles Trial Lawyers' Charities

Maddox Company

Margaret S. Miller

Marjorie Mautner

C.W. & Pamela McGranahan

The Charles & Catherine Bergman  
   Charitable Fund

The Lawry & Charles Meister Trust

The Rev. Christine Purcell

Cynthia Sanchez

Sisters of Bede, St. Bede's Episcopal  
   Church, Mar Vista

Sony Pictures Entertainment, Inc.

The Wilma & Harriet Fund

Timothy Whalen

BRONZE GIVING
Lorena Blas-Jimenez

Kelly & Sam Bronfman

Enriqueta Curiel

Cindy & Mike Davis

DJ and the Greenleas Band

Episcopal Church Women

Christina Fernandez

Kit Festa

Robby Gupta

Gretchen & Peter Haight

Sheila Harrington & Richard Daum

Daryn Horton

Cheryel Kanan

Pamela & Peter Mann, Jr.

Robin McQuay

Pamela & Clarke Morrow

Dr. Steven Nishibayashi

Patricia Ramirez

Christie Smith

St. Augustine by-the-Sea Episcopal  
   Church, Santa Monica

Dorry & Michael Tooke

Carl Townsend

FRIENDS’ GIVING
Richard Amador

American Online Giving Foundation

Lynn Anderson

Janette Arenz

Katherine Atkinson

Arturo Avila

Jason Baker

Anne J. Barnett

Pamela & Jon Barry

James Bartholomew

Jaime Bautista

Javier Bautista

Jose Bautista

Sam Billauer

Michelle Bitting-Abrams

Kathleen & William Bitting

Isabel Blas

Andrea & Michael Bostick

Kristen Bowman

Sylvia Boyd

Lynne M. O. Brickner & Jerry Gallard

Dana Bronfman

Sarah Browkaw

Jared Carney

Caryl Carothers

Catherine & John Carrick

Susan Carroll

Adrian Chang

Brian Chang

Steve Cherundolo

Andrea Colindres

Karen L. Comegys-Wortz

Saira Garnica Cortes

Jocelyn & Gregory Cortese

Cristina Cortez

Isabel Cortez

Elaine Cubas

Hector Curiel

Naozer Danachanji

Christine Danelski

Dora De Los Santos

Tamara & Dr. Donald Dickerson

Andrew Dobbins

Deborah Ebert

Zoe & Adrian Fairbourn

Kristen Finney

Reina De La Paz Flores

The Rev. Bruce Freeman

Liesel Friedrich

Marilyn Frost

Madylin Garcia & Julio A. Reyes 
Najera

Manuel Garcia

India Gentile

Gabriella Goldstein

Maria Gomez

Gabe Gordon

Daniel J. Gorton

Velma Guzman

Brooke Hammerling

Anita Hansen

Sarah Harden

Janet Hartley

Ani Hernandez

Estela Hernandez

Jovita Hernandez

Juanita Hernandez

Sonia & Mike Hernandez

Carrie Herrick

Euan Holden

Susan Holder

Carolyn Holmes

Rosalie & Daniel Huntington

Allison Jaret

Penny Jennings

Steve Juarez

Debbie Kanan

Miliana Katic

Eleanor & Brian Keare

Elizabeth & Dan Keatinge

Courtney Kivowitz

Jonny Korman

Kroger

Christopher Laterzo

Caroline Lindqvist

Simone Lis

Mary Lou & William Loper

Arcelia M. Lopez

Baltazar Lopez

Domingo Lopez

Margarita Luis

Celeste Luul

Angus Mackay

Macy's

Jamie & Bob Madden

Christine Mangiameli

Linda & William Mann

Alejandro Martinez

Damien Martinez

Marcelino B. Martinez

Matilde Martinez

Miranda Martinez

Angela Mateo-Martinez &  
   Carlos Soriano

Jacob Mathews

Karen A. Mejia

Esperanza Mendez

Saul Mendez

Tracy & Jim Metzger

Ashley Moltz

Lucia Monterrosa

Carlos Morales

Elizenda Morales

Esteban Morales

Michael Mullins

The Rev. Canon James Newman

Rick Nixon

Martina Paradiso

The Rev. Jennifer Wagner Pavia

PayPal Giving Fund

Maria A. Garcia Perez

Marisol Barrios Perez &  
   Francisco Perez

Anthony Polakov

Vivian Pollack

Theresa Anne Power

Prehab2Perform

David Raymond

Richard Raymond

NYA Summer Programs
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Raytheon Technologies

Deborah Reamer & Andrew Clare

Susan Reid

Michael Richards

Amanda Robertson

Kimberly Robinsonbloom

Alison Rockwell

Diana Rodgers

Patricia G. Romero

Jessica Rovins

Christine H. Rudd

Maria G. Ruiz

Dr. Karen Scharre & Gerald Hornoff

Francisco Sernas

Michele Shafroth

Danielle & Tarek Shahla

Yaela Shamberg

Alice Short & Steve Vielhaber

Ann Simmons

Ann & George Smith

Jane Smith

Karen Smits

Andrew Solomon

Sol y Luna Montessori School

Guadalupe Soriano

Rowan Storm

St. Patrick's Episcopal Church,  
   Thousand Oaks

St. Peter's Episcopal Church,  
   San Pedro

Rosalie & Robert Strickland

Melora Sundt

Carrie Takamiya-Price

Patricia Terry

Rima Thierry

Emily Thompson

Rita Estela Sanchez Titla

Howard Toboco

Mary Tower

Cynthia Ufkes

Canon Karen Uhler

UK Online Giving Foundation

Naomi Vasquez

Abigail Vibiano

Pamela Vietina

Henry Weaks

Warren Wibbelsman

Robert Williams

Tatiana Wills

Daniela & Douglas Winter

Janie Wood

Shelly Yrigoyentz 

IN-KIND GIVING
Books - St. Augustine by-the-Sea  
   Episcopal Church, Santa Monica

Classroom Furniture & School  
   Supplies - St. Matthew's School,  
   Pacific Palisades

Community Outreach Concerts -  
   St. Matthew's Music Guild,  
   Pacific Palisades

Computers - Verus

Financial Aid Assistance -  
   Loyola Marymount University,  
   Financial Department

Holiday Food Baskets -  
   Viking Charities

Mental Health Services - Providence  
   Saint John's Health Center

Middle School Curriculum -  
   Girl Scouts of Greater Los Angeles,  
   Inglewood

Nutritious Snacks - Mar Vista  
   Farmers' Market

Outdoor Funiture - Eagle Scouts,  
   Troop 223, Pacific Palisades

We apologize for any name that is
inadvertently omitted or misspelled.
Please email rwilliams@nyayouth.org
so that a correction can be made.

Smiling from Yosemite are some of the 29 students and chaperones 
who enjoyed NYA’s annual one-week NatureBridge adventure, 
generously made possible by the Zurlo Foundation as leadership 
funder. Each year, students praise the trip as a transformative 
experience. 

At Columbia Memorial Space Center in Downey, students enjoy a fun and informative field trip 
as part of NYA’s summer program. The July 18 visit featured STEM activities including launching 
individual rockets, teaming up for robotic soccer competition, and learning about space exploration 
advanced by Southern California’s aerospace industry.  Like NYA’s college tour, summer field trips 
were funded by the Janos Family Trust.

Yosemite, Space Center Among Summer Adventures
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Board of Trustees
The Rt. Rev. John Harvey Taylor
Chairman
Bishop, Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles

Wendell Barner
First Vice-Chair, Operations
Principal, Barner Consulting

Sarah Mann Newman
Second Vice-Chair, Program
Community Volunteer

Robert Williams
President & Chief Executive Officer
Canon for Common Life,
Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles

Cynthia Sanchez
Treasurer
Certified Public Accountant

Adri Butler
Secretary
Community Volunteer

Luis Bonillas, Ph.D.
College Access Specialist

Adrian Fairbourn
Managing Partner, Exception Capital

David Hughes
Managing Director, J. Paul Getty Trust

Joan Kaczorowski
Community Volunteer

Miranda Martinez
Investment Analyst, Guggenheim

The Rev. Jennifer Wagner Pavia
Rector, St. Bede’s Episcopal Church, Mar Vista

Peter Reinke
Emeritus Head of St. James’ Episcopal School, 
Los Angeles

Peter J. Schmole
Managing Director, Relationships Management,
Los Angeles Capital Management

Joe Silver
Managing Director, Invesco

Management Team
Mike Hernández
Director of Development and  
Management Services

Sonia R. Hernández
Site Director

Robert Williams
President/CEO
Mobile Phone: 213.308.0222

Contact Us
1016 Pleasant View Avenue · Venice, CA 90291 
Phone 310.664.8893 · Fax 310.664.8792
www.nyayouth.org

Federal Tax ID  95-1691297

On the Way with NYA
Continued from page 1 

Addressing attendees of NYA’s 2024 
Scholarship Benefit, both sisters received 
sustained applause for their achievements 
as exemplars of the evening’s theme 
“Going Places.” Thanking NYA for 
“creating opportunities and building a 
community of hope and possibility,” Litzy 
spoke of ways in which travel has shaped 
her worldview, beginning with an NYA-
inspired summer study program in New 
Zealand. 

“I left Aotearoa having a better 
understanding of my culture and identity 
as an indigenous woman, but most 
importantly, taking with me that my 
learning and growth were not limited 
to L.A. That next year I applied for a 
scholarship to study how women in 
Thailand resist the building of mines, and 
this eventually gave me the courage to leave 
L.A. and attend college in Upstate New 
York. Between now and then, I traveled to 
France, Germany, Spain, Mexico, Chile, 
Jamaica, and Peru. And what I have taken 
with me is that going places is more than 
just a physical journey; it's also about 
growth and transformation.”

“As I reflect, I can acknowledge that I 
always had hope that I would one day be 
doing all that I have done and visiting all 
the places I have seen. However, NYA was 
fundamental in ensuring I felt that was 
possible. Going places isn't something 
we do alone. We need the support and 
encouragement of those around us—our 
friends, family, mentors, and community. 

It's the connections we build and the 
relationships we nurture that help us 
navigate the journey ahead. Despite how 
small my world felt both academically 
and physically, NYA ensured I knew I 
could go places.

Litzy – who during her time at NYA 
served as University High School student 
body president, a UCLA Riordan Scholar, 
and a member of the Mayor’s Youth 
Council – added: “NYA has allowed me 
to pursue my dreams, grow as a person, 
and contribute to my community in ways 
I never imagined. Every NYA scholarship 
recipient carries a piece of the support we 
received and pays it forward in our unique 
ways. We all find our paths, but we share a 
common thread—the understanding that 
we got here because NYA believed in us 
and our ability to go places.”

“To the current scholarship recipients, 
I want to say this: Take a moment to 
appreciate where you are. You have an 
incredible opportunity ahead of you. 
Use it to learn, to grow, and to explore. 
But also remember to give back, whether 
it's through your time, knowledge, or 
resources. The cycle of giving is what 
keeps this community strong and vibrant.

“To NYA staff and supporters, your 
generosity has far-reaching effects, 
touching lives in ways you might not even 
realize. Your investment in education 
changes not only individual lives but 
also families and communities. You are 
building a legacy that will continue to 
grow for generations to come.

“The world is full of possibilities, and 
I can't wait to see where we all go from 
here.”  u

Pictured during NYA’s college appli-
cation and placement workshops are 
2025 high school seniors (from left, 
front row) Natasha, Ashley, Santiago, 
Emily, Veronica, Vanessa, Danna, (back 
row) Bryan, Jesus, Esteban, Eduardo, 
Juan and Luis. Each will apply to 
around 10 universities, guided by NYA 
youth advisor Sam Holmes and site 
director Sonia R. Hernandez.

Welcome,
Class of '25!

NYA’s Venice learning center is located on the campus of L.A. Unified School District’s Broadway 
Elementary School. Use of the school premises has been granted pursuant to the provisions of Sections 
17400, et seq., of the Education Code of the State of California to Neighborhood Youth Association –  
Las Doradas Learning Center from the Board of Education of the Los Angeles Unified School District.  
L.A. Unified and the Board of Education does not sponsor or take responsibility, nor does it endorse  
any of the activities, statements or opinions which may be expressed at this meeting/activity.


